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DuBois: State CC Director Award of Distinction Speech

State Community College Director Award of Distinction Speech
This speech was delivered at the Pennsylvania Convention Center in Philadelphia, PA on April 4, 2008.

I

t is a pleasure to be with you today. I am humbled by this award – most especially because I
know so many of the other state directors from across the nation; I admire their work and
frankly, have no hesitation about stealing their best ideas.
What truly humbles me about receiving this award is that it is based on, and I quote, “Outstanding
efforts to promote the goals of Phi Theta Kappa.”
As a kid who struggled to barely finish high school; as a high school graduate who held no greater
ambition than to work in the kitchen of the neighborhood restaurant; as the young man who sent an
application to a community college only because my mother insisted; as a new community college
student who kept my acceptance letter in my pocket because I was sure someone would spot me and
say I didn’t belong; as a student who found myself intellectually engaged for the first time by my
community college instructors; and as someone who believed in the community college mission with
my head, heart and soul – dedicating my entire professional career to advancing it; I cannot think of
a higher professional honor than to be
recognized for promoting the goals of
Phi Theta Kappa.
As I stand here looking at all you –
folks who share a passion for the
community college mission, I am
excited. I cannot imagine a better,
more important or more exciting time
to work in community college
education.
Every hour of every day of every year,
our institutions are the agents of
change.
And it’s not change for the sake of
change. It’s not change because we’re
bored with what we did yesterday so we want to do something different tomorrow. We offer the
change that the individuals, families and communities we serve need to be successful in a global
struggle for opportunity that gets only tougher.
The workforce training we offer is the fastest way a person can go from making seven-dollars-anhour to $17-an hour.
The guaranteed transfer agreements we hold in Virginia with two-dozen public and private four-year
institutions, are letting people begin their bachelor’s program at home at a third of the tuitions costs.
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(All you have to do is buy a gallon of gasoline or milk to know how important that cost savings is to
a family these days.)
And with our ability morph, customize and change yet again the opportunities we offer we are
increasingly becoming the reason the communities we serve are landing blockbuster economic deals.
The Harvard University, Johns Hopkins University, Penn State and institutions of that level always
have, are today and will always play an important role in America’s fate.
Our role is different, though just as vital.
In an age of information that adheres to Moore’s Law, which doubles the rate at which information
can be shared every two years, our ability – as community colleges – to be flexible, dynamic and
responsive will determine our nation’s competitiveness. It will determine the quality of life in places
that scratch and scrounge to have enough first responders, nurses and teachers. It will determine the
ability of our children to train and re-train to lead the way on the next big thing. It will determine
how fast cutting-edge research can be brought to market. It will determine the winner and losers in
the global search for talent that plays out through the remainder of our lives.
The excitement of that potential gets me out of the bed every morning and I hope it moves you as
well.
When the story of what occurred in the 21st century is written, I believe it will say that America’s
Community Colleges led the way. And it falls to us to determine whether or not that potential can
be fulfilled.
Once again, thank you.
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